
MEET OUR GUEST SHEPHERDS
Jumpstart Into Raising Sheep,  Sat. May 19, 2012

There is no "one right way" to do things in farming, and this diverse group of sheep owners will
share their secrets of success.   We've got wool producers, meat producers, purebred
breeders—  all with years of experience and tales to tell. 

Jack Smith          Milton              Columbia County
Jack has been professionally involved with sheep and education his entire life.  His first sheep career
was Head Shepherd for the University of Wyoming, where he also taught Animal Science.  He returned
to Pennsylvania to run his own hog and sheep operation, before moving to Virginia to manage a large
sheep farm.   Pennsylvania lured him back again to manage the 600-ewe flock at the DeHart Farm. In
Milton.  This year-round commercial operation utilized Dorset-crosses lambing every 8 months!  The
untimely death of the farm owner ended this chapter in Jack's life, but in 2010  the Dehart family
decided to bring sheep back onto the farm,  with Jack  again in charge.  He now runs a flock of old-
style Dorsets to produce  grass-fed lamb and breeding stock. 

812 Mexico Rd. 570-742-9012
Milton PA 17847

Julie Hurst and Roy Brubaker         Blue Rooster Farm,   Juniata County
Julie and Roy raise 80-100 North Country cheviot ewes in a once a year pasture lambing system.  They
direct market their lambs whole and by the cut through a number of CSA’s, buyer’s groups, and a once-
a-month delivery to New Morning Farm’s farmers market down in DC.    Julie and Roy also raise cattle
and hogs.  Although the sheep are not as profitable, they contribute to the aesthetics and economics of
the farm as a whole with a minimum of fuss.  The keys to achieving that state of affairs are aggressive
culling and the help of well-trained border collies.  

1499 Rt. 35S 717-734-2082
East Waterford, PA 17021 www.blueroosterfarm.com 

Marie Minnich,               Marushka Farm,                    Columbia County
Marie is the shepherdess, on a fast learning curve, of a beautiful flock of the rare breed
CVM/Romeldales and a few Icelandics .   The CVM/Romeldale is well known in the hand spinner’s circle
for a wide range of color and next-to-skin softness of their fleece, as well as mild-flavored lamb.  CVMs
are very easy lambing sheep and have excellent mothering tendencies.  These traits are especially
important for Marie,  as she  had no prior livestock experience  before beginning this adventure in
2008.  She had practiced Anesthesiology full time for 25+ years.  She started conservatively with 15
sheep.   This  changed overnight in 2009, when she had the opportunity to rehome the largest flock of
CVM/Romeldales east of the Mississippi.  Marie's flock now numbers 200.    She currently works
halftime in the medical  profession in order to pursue her new passion, helping save a rare breed of
sheep and providing wonderful wool products for fiber enthusiasts. 

Marushka Farms 252 Frosty Valley Rd.   Danville PA 17821
(570) 490-4759               mem@marushkafarms.com      website www.marushkafarms.com



Caroline and David Owens, Owens Farm, Northumberland County
We raise Coopworths for wool and meat, and Katahdins for just meat.   The Coopworth is a dual purpose
breed developed in New Zealand to excell in grass-based systems.  The wool is known for its silky
texture and lustre.    We expect to lamb 70 ewes in March 2012.   Our farm is 112 acres of mostly open
pasture, on which we rotationally graze using various combinations of electric fence.   We use border
collies for moving the flock(s) .  We feed grain only to the ewes  before and just after lambing.  We
direct-market our grass-fed lamb in the fall., to individual customers by half and whole.    The sheep
also work for us during Sheep Camp For Kids,  Adopt-A-Sheep,  Lambing Slumber Parties., and farm
tours of all description.    We raise all our livestock as naturally and chemical-free as possible.  We have
been raising sheep for 20 years, starting with Dorset/Finn crosses on a small farm in New Hampshire
back in the 1990's.  

Www.owensfarm.com 2611 Mile Post Rd.     Sunbury PA 17801      
Caroline and David Owens  570 286-5309   info@owensfarm.com


